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      Today, frugal spring

        is beginning to write its prophecies

     on the golden parchment of last year’s grasses
                        -- Kathleen Wall

on 

HEADNOTE

In my last Headnote, I outlined some of the core values of the English Department, especially with regard to the importance of undergraduate education in small classes, with emphasis in student-teacher engagement and large amounts of carefully read written work.  But the next question is, what new initiatives is the department interested in?

Although the department does not feel that a Ph.D. program is either desirable or practicable with present resources, we are looking at some potential new M.A. programs.  One is an interdisciplinary course-based M.A. in Textual Studies.  This program, which might include other departments like Media Studies, Visual Arts, French, History, and Religious Studies, would involve study of the ‘text’ in its broadest sense, including interpretation of not only the written word, but other media and cultural artefacts.  There also have been some preliminary discussions with the Faculty of Education regarding another course-based M.A., this one directed at high school English teachers and requiring them to complete graduate seminars in English and Education.  This proposed program would enable to teachers to upgrade their qualifications on a part-time basis and also further their education in the discipline of English.  The degree would also have the added benefit of not requiring new resources in financial aid for most of the students in the program.

Two initiatives in the area of Creative Writing are also possible.  One proposal is for an M.A. in Creative Writing within the existing program.  Such a degree might substitute one or two writing workshops for literature seminars, and require a creative work such as a collection of poetry or short stories or a novella or play in lieu of a thesis.  In embarking on this program we could involve present and future members of the department and the federated colleges who are professional writers, as well as the newly created Playwright-in-Residence position funded by the Canada Council, the Faculties of Arts and Fine Arts, and Luther College, Campion College, and First Nations University of Canada.  We could enrich the program as well by from time to time appointing members of the writing community to teach classes on a sessional basis, and by involving students in the editing and production of our departmental journal, the Wascana Review.  This would be the only such program in the province.  Another possible initiative in 


Creative Writing might be a joint M.F.A. in cooperation with the Faculty of Fine Arts.

At the undergraduate level, our plans are at a more fully developed stage, and we have proposed some new courses, most of which are at the intermediate level and in the field of Canadian Literature.   At the 200-level we are creating three new genre courses in Poetry, Fiction, and Drama, whose goal, in conjunction with  our already established historical survey courses ENGL 211 and 212, will be to give our majors the analytical tools before proceeding to the more focused 300-level courses.  We are also seeking to give a higher profile and more balance in offerings to Canadian studies by introducing a 200-level Survey course, and a series of four 300-level courses to offer more specialized study.   Finally, we have drastically simplified our curriculum by eliminating the group structure and the program requirements that sprang from the groups.  Also, we are reducing the seminar requirements for the Honours program and introducing a Honours Essay option.

In sum, the department’s directions are both conservative and innovative.  On the one hand, we are trying to develop a program which has more clearly defined learning outcomes at each level.  On the other hand, we are also redefining our mission in both writing and literature to be more broadly based.  We believe that our proposals both honour the Department’s distinguished history and chart a course for an engaged, and engaging, future.  

Cameron Louis, Head
STORMING THE CASTLE:

(College and Secondary Teacher Learning Exchange)

Partly as a result of discussions at the Successful Transitions forum held last December, the English Department is in the preliminary stages of establishing an experimental exchange program with High School teachers.  The purpose of this program is to facilitate communication between individual faculty and school teachers, to increase awareness of the different teaching environments in which we work, and to share educational experiences with our colleagues.  The proposal is that individual teachers and faculty will be partnered with each other and initially exchange assignments and student papers.  As well, faculty and teachers will visit each other’s classes, and a later stage, there will be exchanges of teaching.  The goal of this program will be to enable all of us to ease the transition from school to university.  This program, which is the brainchild of Susan Johnston, is an exciting new venture which we hope will develop into a permanent relationship.

FAREWELLS
AYDON CHARLTON:  Sessional lecturer and subsequently instructor in the English Department for nearly 25 years, Aydon Charlton retired in December of 2004.  He received his B.A. Hons. from the University of Regina and completed the course work for an M.A.  Mr, Charlton worked as a ministerial assistant and speech writer in the provincial NDP government in the late 1970s and early 1980s, and as assistant to Roy Romanow during the negotiations on the patriation of the British North America Act.  He was known to colleagues for his encyclopaedic knowledge of literary and non-literary works.  “He is one of the most widely read persons I have ever known,” says Nils Clausson.  “Whenever I wanted to track down an obscure reference or allusion, the first person I would ask was Aydon.”  Clausson continued, “if you were looking for something on ‘The Lottery’ or ‘My Last Duchess,’ the first place to look was not the MLA bibliography, but in Aydon’s Everest-high stack of file folders, which threatened to spill out into the hall and down the staircase, like a scene from the 1950s B horror flick The Blob.”   As a founding member of the Department’s Theory Group, begun in 1984, Aydon was particularly interested in reader-response criticism.  He worked tirelessly to improve the working conditions of part-time and sessional teachers at the University of Regina, and was a member of the URFA committee that negotiated the continuing Instructor position in the 1990s.  

GREG MAILLET:  Assistant professor at Campion College since 1997 and founder of the literature and performance group ACTIO, Greg Maillet has resigned.   He is the author of numerous articles, conference papers, and review essays on a wide range of subjects from medieval studies to Canadian children’s literature, especially on Shakespeare, including “On Teaching (and Being Taught) Shakespeare in China and Canada,” Shakespeare Yearbook 12; “Learning by Playing: Performance Games and the Teaching of Shakespeare,” in Reimagining Shakespeare for Children and Young Adults; “Wendell Berry’s ‘Pray Without Ceasing’ and the Consequences of Forgiveness,” Perspectives on Evil and Human Wickedness 1.4.  Articles on The Winter’s Tale and Mariology in Othello are forthcoming.  He founded ACTIO in September of 1997, working out of Campion College with students and faculty from throughout the University of Regina to organize and perform poetry and drama.  In this role, Greg directed The Second Shepherd’s Pageant in November of 2004 and organized April 2005’s Shake-Scene Festival, involving the performance of soliloquies, dialogues, and scenes from Shakespeare by high school and university students; other ACTIO events which he directed and organized have included Tolkien for Children (2003), a condensed version of Romeo and Juliet (2002) which was also performed at the 2002 Shakespeare Association of America meeting, and numerous other spoken word events.  

KEN MITCHELL:  Distinguished University Professor (2000) and Member of the Order of Canada (1999), Ken Mitchell retires from the Department of English in July, 2005.  He began his sojourn here in 1962, as an undergraduate at  what was then the Regina Campus of the University of Saskatchewan.  Five years later, in 1967, with his B.A. and M.A. both achieved, he was hired into the teaching faculty.  He has also served as Visiting Professor at the University of Victoria (1976-76), the University of Nanjing, China (1980-81), and the Foreign Affairs College, Beijing, China (1986-87), as well as principal instructor and director of Creative Writing at the Saskatchewan Summer School of the Arts (1970-74) and summer Creative Writing instructor at the Banff School of Fine Arts (1979-80).   He is the author of numerous stories, novels, plays, poems, filmscripts, and articles, from 1972’s Wandering Rafferty to 2003’s The Heroic Adventures of Donny Coyote, and including such acclaimed work as Cruel Tears, The Great Electrical Revolution,  The Shipbuilder, and Through the Nan Da Gate.  Mr. Mitchell was founding chair of the Saskatchewan  Writers’ Guild and the Saskatchwan Playwright’s Centre, founding editor of Grain magazine,  and a founding member of the Saskatchewan Artists’ Colony and the Edinburgh Playwright’s Workshop, as well as founding chair and principal organizer of the Cathedral Village Arts Festival fin Regina from 1991-2002 .   Besides his 1999 Order of Canada, his numerous awards and distinctions include a Genie nomination for Best Original Screenplay (1981), the Canadian Author’s Association Award for Best Canadian Play (1985), the University of Regina Alumni Award for Excellence in Research (1996), and the Saskatchewan Order of Merit (2001).  

VISITING SPEAKERS

We had two visiting speakers events this term.  The first, held on February 23rd, saw well-known author Gary Geddes read from his new book, Kingdom of Ten Thousand Things.  Joining Gary for his reading was our own award-winning poet Randy Lundy (FNUC), who read a number of his poems to the faculty, students and guests present for an enjoyable literary evening.  This event was co-sponsored with the Saskatchewan Writers' Guild, and special thanks go to alumna Amy Nelson-Mile for all of her efforts.

On April 4th, we welcomed Dr. Kristina Fagan of the University of 

Saskatchewan, who delivered a stimulating paper on voice appropriation and voicelessness in Canadian historical fiction.  This paper, part of our annual exchange with the University of Saskatchewan English department, was very well attended, and led to a number of interesting discussions at the reception which followed.

Dr. Nils Clausson was our representative selected to deliver a paper to our colleagues in Saskatoon as part of the exchange program.  The title of his presentation was “Fin-de-Siècle Gothic, Degeneration, and the Science of Detection: Arthur Conan Doyle’s The Hound of the Baskervilles and the Emergence of the Modern Detective Story."  

These annual exchange papers are always interesting and enjoyable, and I encourage department members to submit abstracts when the call goes out in the fall term.  Suggestions for other visiting speakers for next fall are already beginning to come in, so I look forward to an interesting program again in 2005-2006.

Stephen Moore, Visiting Speakers Co-ordinator
ORLENE MURAD ACADEMIC  DISCUSSION SERIES
OMAD Coordinators Bev Montague and Marcel DeCoste wish to thank the Department for making this so successful a year for the OMAD series. After an exceptionally well-attended roster of Fall presentations, we were pleased to see such hearty support continue through the Winter and look forward to another exciting and engaging line up in the coming academic year. In particular, we thank our three Winter presenters—Florence Stratton, Noel Chevalier and Jen Arends—for a truly varied and illuminating range of discussions. From the gothic narrative of The Monk to the (anti)scientism of Harry Potter and the religious implications of tigers, our three presenters took us all on an impressive tour of literary texts and the Department’s critical expertise. Thanks also to all those who kept these intrepid scholars and their steadfast auditors coming back to the lounge for refreshments and further discussion: Rick Harvey, Sandy Bingham and (once again) the indefatigable Dr. Stratton. Here’s hoping that the nourishment—alimentary and intellectual, both—will be as impressive next year.

EIGHTEENTH CENTURY CONFERENCE
Luther College hosted a conference on The Eighteenth Century: Current Research and Future Perspectives on March 18th and 19th, organized by Noel Chevalier (Luther, English), Barbara Reul (Luther, Music), Catherine Tite (Luther, Art History) and   Raymond Stephanson of the Eighteenth Century Studies Research Unit at the University of Saskatchewan.  Paper topics included "Eighteenth Century France," "Medicine and the Body," "Technology and Values," "Women, Religion and Society," and "Eighteenth-Century Sexuality."   Other events included Dani Phillipson (Campion) presenting David Garrick’s 1747 farce, “Miss In Her Teens” and Flannery Supeene (Music) exploring some of Franz Schubert’s lesser-known compositions.  

ENGLISH MONTH

This year, the English Department held a variety of recruitment events during March, dubbing it “English Month.”  The events were designed, first of all, to attract new majors, but secondly, to build community among existing majors, Honours, and Graduate students.  The entire department pitched in to make the English Department a visible and exciting option for students during this month.

Scheduled events included an information session for prospective and existing Honours and Master’s students organized by Troni Grande for March 4.  Over 20 students attended to hear short presentations by Troni and Cameron Louis on the two programs.  The following week, Marcel Decoste organized two free films on the subject of war: Kenneth Branagh’s Henry V, and Peter Weir’s Gallipoli.  The films were shown in Campion Auditorium with refreshments provided.  Troni Grande’s Shakespeare students introduced the Branagh film, while Marcel delivered a cogent and pithy introduction to Gallipoli.  These events were not well-attended; if we do this again next year we will likely advertise differently, and consider tying the films more closely to existing course content.  Nonetheless, those who attended the second film were treated to beer at the Owl and a stimulating discussion of both films.

On March 14, Nick Ruddick organized a successful Trivial Pursuit challenge night with teams comprising one faculty member and three students.  Eight teams competed in all, with Team Ken Probert narrowly defeating Team Jeanne Shami in the final round.  We’re already planning for a repeat event next year.

On Saturday March 19, students and faculty were invited to a departmental party organized primarily by Ken Probert and Florence Stratton.  One of the highlights of the event was our first annual “English Idol” competition.  Eleven students registered to compete in a sight-poem interpretation contest that was brilliantly judged by a panel consisting of Nick Ruddick, Nils Clausson, Troni (Paula Abdul) Grande, and Stephen Moore.  Four contestants made it to the final round, which was won narrowly – but convincingly – by graduate student Chris Moore.  The success of this event, which had most of us laughing out loud, has encouraged us to hold this event again next year.

Then on Monday, March 21, Lynn Wells organized a Guerilla Teaching event in the Ad-Hum Pit.  Lynn Wells, Troni Grande, Ken Mitchell, Nick Ruddick, Susan Johnston, and Noel Chevalier contributed their time and talents to this event which drew puzzled but intrigued passersby to stop and hear this new form of entertainment.  We still have to work the bugs out of this one – it was a challenge to be heard, not unlike that faced by barroom singers.  Still, all of the participants showed a lot of energy, and we might try it again in a different venue.

Finally, Professor Ron Cooley of the University of Saskatchewan spoke to us about “Early Modern Tunbridge Wells and the Iconography of Place.”  All of us left understanding what it might mean to be sexy “in a Tunbridge Wells kind of way.”

Jeanne Shami, Recruitment Co-ordinator

GRADUATE NEWS

HEARTIEST CONGRATULATIONS to the English Department’s Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council Canada Graduate Scholarship recipients (and their supervisors) Celeste Geisbauer (Christian Riegel), Christopher Taylor (Nick Ruddick), and Karl Persson (Jeanne Shami).  The CGS award is worth $17,500, and is tenable for one year; the Faculty of Graduate Studies and Research generously tops up the award with its own $4000 award.  Celeste and Chris will be entering their second year of studies in the English Department’s M.A. program in the fall; Karl will be entering his first year of studies.  
Congratulations to Andrea Ulrich, recipient of the Faculty of Graduate Studies and Research Graduate Scholarship for Winter 2005; and to Cavan Cunningham, recipient of the FGSR Graduate Scholarship for Spring 2005.

Congratulations to Justine Gieni and Andrea Ulrich, recipients of the FGSR Graduate Research Awards for Spring 2005.

The Writing Centre is very fortunate to have the expertise of tutors Justin Messner, Natalie Hunter, Tara Seel, and Deborah Manstan for the Winter 2005 term.

Jennifer Arends presented her paper “The Ghostly ‘air of Evil’: Malevolent (Abstract) Space in Henry James’ The Turn of the Screw,” at the Sixth Global Conference on Perspectives on Evil and Human Wickedness, held March 19-23, in Prague, Czech Republic.  She will also be presenting a paper tentatively entitled "The 'Moral Pornographer' as Postmodern Critic: Generic and Cultural Deviance in Angela Carter's The Infernal Desire Machines of Doctor Hoffman" at the 2005 bi-annual conference of the International Gothic Association in Montreal from August 11-14, 2005.  

Chris Gbekorbu-Matters successfully defended his M.A. thesis, entitled “The Effects of Electronic Hypertext on Human Thought,” on January 28.  The project was supervised by Dr. Tom Chase; the External Examiner was Dr. Peter Stoicheff, University of Saskatchewan.

Celeste Geisbauer has been appointed Departmental Teaching Assistant for the Winter 2005 term.

Shawna Geissler presented her paper entitled “The Novel Advancement of Feminism in Eighteenth-Century England: Sarah Scott’s Conservative Strategy in Millenium Hall,” at the recent interdisciplinary conference, The Eighteenth Century:  Current Research and Future Perspectives, held March 18-19 at Luther College.

Terry Gudmundson successfully defended her M.A. thesis, entitled “Coyote Learns a New Trick: Humour, Irony and Parody in Sherman Alexie’s The Lone Ranger and Tonto Fistfight in Heaven and Smoke Signals,” on December 10, 2004.  The project was supervised by Dr. Michael Trussler; the External Examiner was Dr. Kristina Fagan, University of Saskatchewan.

Natalie Hunter successfully defended her M.A. thesis, entitled “’Something Understood’: Reading the Metaphors in George Herbert’s The Temple,” on March 24.  The project was supervised by Dr. Jeanne Shami; the External Examiner was Dr. Ron Cooley, University of Saskatchewan.

Todd Itcush’s thesis proposal, entitled “Girls, Wolves and Madmen: Horror Film Revisions of ‘Little Red Riding Hood,’” to be supervised by Dr. Nick Ruddick, has been approved.    

Marcy Koethler successfully defended her M.A. thesis, entitled “On the Outside Looking In: Confessional Discourse in the Contemporary British Novel,” on February 18.  The project was supervised by Dr. Lynn Wells; the External Examiner was Dr. Shadia Drury, Department of Philosophy and Classics/Political Science.

Justin Messner presented his paper “Narrating War and Suffering: The Short Form and Experience in Mavis Gallant’s ‘The Moslem Wife,’” at the Sixth Global Conference on Perspectives on Evil and Wickedness, held March 19-23, in Prague, Czech Republic. 

Chris Taylor won first place in the first annual English Idol contest, held on March 19 at the Department of English party given in honour of English majors, honours and graduate students. 

UNDERGRADUATE NEWS
Candace Bank has designed the costumes for Lilly, Alta, which premieres at the Shumiatcher Theatre on March 30, 2005.  

Tracy Hamon has won the City of Regina Writing Award for her second manuscript, tentatively entitled How Falling is a Formality.  Her first collection, This Is Not Eden, appeared in April 2005 in the New Leaf series of Thistledown Press, and was launched April 12 at Creekside Pub in the east end of Regina.  

Leah McDonald has been accepted into the M.A. in Theology at the Toronto School of Theology at St. Michael’s College, University of Toronto.  

Gabrielle Patterson has been accepted as an English Language Assistant by the Cultural Service Bureau of the French Embassy, and will be spending the academic year 2005-2006 in France.  

Michael Ruecker’s creative non-fiction essay, “Frozen Tears,” originally written for English 251 in Winter 2003, will appear in the 4th edition of Essay Essentials, ed. Sarah Norton and Brian Green (Thomson Nelson), forthcoming in November 2005. 

Meghan Saunders won the 2004 Eugene Dawson Scholarship for an essay on Katherine Mansfield’s story “The Garden Party,” written for Michael Trussler’s short story class.

NEWS OF DEPARTMENT MEMBERS
Lynn Anne Cecil’s exhibit, “The Secret Lives of Pears,” is on display at the Mysteria Gallery in Regina until April 9, 2005.  

Noel Chevalier (Luther) presented "Imperial Space, Ideal England: Representing Colonial Space in Post-Jacobin English Literature"  at the Eighteenth Century: Current Research and Future Perspectives Conference at Luther College in March, 2005, as well as acting as one of the co-organizers

Marcel DeCoste’s "The Literary Response to the Second World War"  appeared as the first chapter of A Companion to the British and Irish Novel, 1945-2000, ed. Brian Shaffer (Oxford: Blackwell, 2005): 3-20.  

Troni Grande and Garry Sherbert have been awarded a Faculty of Arts Dean’s  of Arts Research Award for their work on Northrop Frye’s writing.  

Heather Hodgson (FNUC) has edited Saskatchewan Writers: Lives Past and Present (Regina: Canadian Plains Research Centre, 2005), presenting more than 175 biographies of published Saskatchewan writers.  In addition, with Béla Szabados (Philosophy),  she co-edited a special issue of AE: Canadian Aesthetics Journal/Revue canadienne d’esthétique (Volume 10, Fall 2004) on “Arts and Aesthetics in Wittgenstein.”

Cameron Louis presented a paper at the conference of the Group for Early Modern Cultural Studies (GEMCS) in Orlando, Florida, in November, 2004.  The paper was entitled "Her Majesty's Disney World: The Cowdray and Elvetham Entertainments and the Politics of Performance and Audience."

Alex MacDonald (Campion) has published Practical Utopians: The Lives and Writings of Ed and Will Paynter, Saskatchewan Cooperative Pioneers (Regina: Canadian Plains Research Centre, 2005).  The book traces Ed and Will Paynter from their boyhood in Ontario and Manitoba to their founding of the Harmony Industrial Association cooperative colony in the Qu'Appelle Valley in 1895, and from there to their leadership of the cooperative movement in Saskatchewan after 1900. 

Cindy MacKenzie has been on leave of absence this winter and has spent some time as visiting scholar at the University of Wisconsin in Madison.  She also went to New York where she worked with co-editor, Barbara Dana, on editing essays submitted for a collection on the healing power of Emily Dickinson’s language.  In July, she will attend the annual meeting as board member of the Emily Dickinson International Society in Amherst, Massachusetts. Invited to speak at the Dickinson Homestead on the experience of compiling a concordance to the letters of Emily Dickinson, she will give a presentation titled “Discovering the Emergent Self in Dickinson’s Letters.”  Next winter, she will be on sabbatical and has been accepted as visiting scholar at the University of Massachusetts in Amherst.  During this time, she will continue to work on her book for Kent State UP, “I Dwell in Possibility”:  Emily Dickinson’s House of Language.  

Ken Mitchell has been working through the winter on a collection of biographies of Saskatchewan people who are turning 100 years old during the Centennial Year, called "Tales from the Century Club".  The first story, "Bill Gomersall: A Cowboy's Tale", was published on his birthday, March 21.  Others are forthcoming.

Ken Probert was one of three members of the jury to choose the winners of the Commonwealth Writers’ Prize, Canada and Caribbean region. The jury was obliged to meet in Trinidad during the last week in January. David Bezmozgis won the best first book award for Natasha and Other Stories; Alice Munro’s Runaway was judged the best book. Ninety-two volumes of fiction were entered.

Christian Riegel (Campion) has edited Response to Death: The Literary Work of Mourning, an anthology of essays published by University of Alberta Press and Canadian Review of Comparative Literature.  The volume was launched on February 16, 2005, as part of the Humanities Research Institute’s 2005 Profiling Scholarship Series.   He has also been awarded a Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council Standard Research Grant for a three-year project "The Work of Mourning in Canadian Literature Since 1960." The three-year project studies four Canadian long poems and five novels by English and French writers, exploring the relation of these texts and the work of mourning to emerging Canadian and Quebec nationalisms, issues of identity, and the role of burgeoning cultural scenes in English Canada, Quebec, and at a regional level.

Nicholas Ruddick has recently finished pieces on Charles Perrault’s “Bluebeard,” on Christopher Priest’s later fiction, on C.J. Cutcliffe Hyne’s The New Eden, and on recent scholarship on H.G. Wells. He has also finished preliminary work on a book provisionally entitled The Fire in the Stone: Prehistoric Fiction from Charles Darwin to Jean M. Auel. In Fall 2005 he will be teaching what may be the first Canadian graduate course on prehistoric fiction. With eight colleagues he contributed to the “Jules Verne Roundtable” in Science Fiction Studies 32.1 (March 2005): 175-76. He is currently working on the chapter on fantasy and science fiction in the forthcoming Cambridge Companion to the Fin de Siècle, edited by Gail Marshall and to be published by Cambridge UP.

Jeanne Shami delivered a paper entitled “The Challenges of Interdisciplinarity: How Scholars Use Sermons” at the Department of History Colloquium on February 15, 2005.  She recently received the John Donne Society Award for Distinguished Publication in Donne Studies in 2003, for a chapter entitled "Anti-Catholicism in the Sermons of John Donne," which appeared in  The English Sermon Revised: Religion Literature and History, 1600-1750, ed. Lori Anne Ferrell and Peter McCullough (Manchester: Manchester UP, 2000): 136-66.  Her work as an organizer of the 20th Annual John Donne Society Conference was enormously successful, resulting in the largest attendance ever, an extra day of papers, and a "scholarly edition" of the conference limericks from the past 20 years.  In addition, Dr. Shami has been awarded a Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council grant of $45,000 over three years for a project on Women and Sermons in England from 1500 to 1700; she is looking forward to recruiting a graduate student to participate in the project, which explores the ways in which women emerged as participants in a public sphere that had been enlarged, for men at least, by preaching and religious debate in vernacular languages following the Reformation. 

Florence Stratton’s essay, “‘Hollow at the Core’: Deconstructing Yann Martel’s Life of Pi,” has been accepted for publication by Studies in Canadian Literature.  Another article, “There is no Bentham Street in Calgary: Panoptic Discourses and Thomas King’s Medicine River,” is forthcoming in Canadian Literature.  In addition, she was recently invited to serve on the Advisory Board of Studies in Canadian Literature, and will serve as an external examiner for a Ph.D. thesis on the Kenyan writer Grace Ogot for the University of Witwatersrand, Johannesburg, South Africa.  

Michael Trussler published a short story, "Fathers, Sons" in Grain Magazine, and the poem "At the Circus" in paperplates.

Kathleen Wall’s second volume of poems, Time’s Body, is forthcoming in early May, 2005, from Hagios Press; the collection will be launched with readings in Saskatoon (May 17), Regina (May 18), Calgary (May 19), and Winnipeg (May 20).   Parts of Time’s Body won a Major Award for Poetry Manuscript from the Saskatchewan Writer’s Guild in 1995. 

Lynn Wells attended the Northeast Modern Language Association conference in Cambridge, Mass., in early April, 2005, where she gave a paper entitled  "War as Fantasy: Narrative Strategy and Historiography in Ian McEwan's Atonement."  

NEWS OF ALUMNAE AND ALUMNI

John Chaput (B.A. 1998) has completed Saskatchewan Sports Legends: A Century of Athletic Distinction, forthcoming in Spring 2005.   The launch will be held May 16, 7:00 p.m., at the Saskatchewan Sports Hall of Fame and Museum.

B. Deanne Cobb won a Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council Canadian Graduate Scholarship; she will be embarking on an M.A. in German at the University of Calgary. 
Michelle Faubert (B.A. Hons 1995; M.A 1997) has been awarded a SSHRC post-doctoral fellowship at the University of Western Ontario for a project tentatively entitled “Rhyme and Reason: The Psychiatrist-Poets of the Romantic Period.”  The project examines  the ways in which poetry written by “doctors of the mind” during the early 19th-century “birth of psychiatry” articulates the doctor-poets’ medical identities.   The project builds on her dissertation, “Romantic Madness: A Cultural Study 1780-1850,” completed for her Ph.D. at the University of Toronto in 2003.   In addition, Michelle Faubert has accepted a tenure-track position in the Romantics at the University of Manitoba; she begins there in 2006.  

Michael Fisher has been accepted into the Faculty of Law at the University of Alberta.  

Holly Luhning was shortlisted for the Saskatchewan Book Awards, in the First Book category, for her book Sway.

Mark Morton (B.A. Hons 1985) has accepted the position of is Instructional Program Manager in the LT3 Centre (Learning and Teaching Through Technology) at the University of Waterloo.  We will be helping faculty members develop and implement new ways of using new technologies in their pedagogy, as well as teaching in the English Department.  Dr. Morton’s publications include Cupboard Love: A Dictionary of Culinary Curiosities (Insomniac, 1996), The End: Closing Words for a Millennium (Blizzard,1999),  and, most recently, The Lover’s Tongue: A Merry Romp Through the Language of Love and Sex (Insomniac, 2003).  The second revised edition of Cupboard Love was named Best Culinary History Cookbook in English at the Gourmand World Cookbook Awards in November of 2004.  Dr. Morton maintains a literary website at www.wordhistories.com.  

Nicole Petroski (B.A. Hons 1996; M.A. 1997) successfully defended her Ph.D. dissertation at the University of Saskatchewan in September.

Dan Tysdal (B.A. Hons 2003) has won a John V. Hicks Manuscript Award for his unpublished poetry manuscript, “Predicting the Next Big Advertising Breakthrough Using a Potentially Dangeorus Method.”  The competition was judged by  Glasser Langille and George Elliot Clarke.  He has also has been voted to represent Saskatchewan in CBC Radio's Fourth Annual National Poetry Face-Off. The final round of the competition aired in early April on CBC Radio One's The Roundup. The grand Canadian champion will be announced on Thursday, April 14 on The Roundup.

Marlis Wesseler's newest novel, South of the Border, was published in fall of 2004, and was a finalist in two categories of the Sask. Book Awards: Best Fiction, and City of Regina. 

Jennifer Woodard (née Black), has accepted a position teaching Grade 9 Humanities at the Calgary Science School.  
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WHO’S WHERE??  We'll post alumnotes as they come in; feel free to contact Susan.Johnston@uregina.ca
News to be included in the next issue of Inklings is due November 10, 2005.

PLEASE FORWARD YOUR NEWS TO:

Susan Johnston, Editor
INKLINGS

Department of English
University of Regina
Regina, SK   S4S 0A2











